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Greeting / GruBwort

ICOLD, the International Commission on Large Dams, has an ambition to be the world leading
professional organization on dams. To enhance ICOLD’s reputation in this respect regional
cooperation and activities are very important. We need platforms where special regional dam
issues can be discussed. For that reason, in the mid-nineties the ICOLD National Committee in
France contacted a group of European National Committees to initiate a European Club of
ICOLD. An agreement on such a Club was formally signed in Grindelwald in 1995.

Our European Club carries out a wide variety of activities to foster European dam professional
cooperation and development and to engage more students and young professionals. Working
Groups devoted to various topics related to dams have been established. The Club is also
encouraging regular European Symposia on Dams and Reservoirs. So far such symposia have
been held in France, Sweden, Spain, Norway and UK after the initiating meeting in Grindelwald
in Switzerland.

Now we are very happy to be invited to the 14th German Dam Symposium to be held in
Freising, Bavaria, Germany on September 17-19, 2007 in conjunction with the 7th ICOLD
European Club Dam Symposium. To maintain its position as the leading international dam
organization, ICOLD needs to attract more young professionals. For this reason | would be very
happy to see young members of the European dam community, in particular, at the Freising
Symposium.

| am looking forward to seeing you in Freising in September!

Urban Norstedt, Sweden
President of ICOLD European Club
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